
Attending any gathering for the first time can be daunting. We have put
together this brief guide to the AGM meeting to help you know what in the
world everyone is talking about!

Common Terms:

AGM - stands for Annual General Meeting. According to the ECCC constitu-
tion the AGM is the second highest governing body of the ECCC. The first
being the Annual Meeting of the ECC.

ECC - When someone uses an E followed by two C’s, he or she is referring
to the Evangelical Covenant Church. This is the denomination of which we
are a regional conference. We will have guests from the ECC in Breton and
Toronto. The ECC may also be referred to as Covenant Offices, which are in
Chicago, Illinois.

ECCC - When someone uses an E followed by three C’s, he or she is refer-
ring to the Evangelical Covenant Church of Canada. We are a denomination
in Canada, but we are a regional conference of the ECC (North America). If
you stumble over your C’s, don’t feel bad, we all do. Shorter versions may
be used like: E triple C or ECC Canada or Canada Conference. The ECCC of-
fices are in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

CBC - Covenant Bible College was a school of discipleship which closed in
2007. The school played an intimate part in the formation of disciples in the
ECCC and ECC. Funds from the closure of the three CBC campuses have
been consolidated and are now distributed by Trellis Foundation.

Trellis Foundation - Trellis Foundation is a new foundation which distrib-
utes grants from interest earned on the funds left by CBC. You will hear
more about this foundation through out the weekend. You can also visit
their website trellisfoundation.ca

Ministerium - The Ministerium is made up of pastors who hold a ministry
credential in the ECCC.

———All Things AGM———
A great help to new and repeat attendees.

COMS - The Committee on Ministerial Standing reads applications by pas-
tors for ministry credentials. They are the recommending body to the Minis-
terium on who should receive a ministry credential. Members of COMS are
ordained ECCC pastors who have been elected by the Ministerium.

Ministry License - Each pastor in the ECC is required to hold a ministry cre-
dential. One of these is the ministry license. Each year pastors must renew
their license. The Committee on Ministerial Standing and the Ministerium
approve these licenses before sending them to the AGM for approval. Once
approved the names are sent to the Ministerium of the ECC and the ECC
Annual Meeting.

Bi-Vocational License - Some pastors work part time at their local ministry
and part time in another job. These pastors are called bi-vocational and re-
ceive a different license than the ministry license.

Ordained to Word and Sacrament - The ECC has different categories for
permanent credentials. This year we have one candidate for the permanent
credential of Ordained to Word and Sacrament. Candidates must have a
Masters in Divinity, serve in a Covenant setting, and they must complete
the ordination process which includes a written statement of faith paper,
two interviews by committees, and several other steps. This is a lifetime
credential bestowed on the candidates at the Annual Meeting of the ECC
where they make their ordination vows.

Parliamentary Procedure - The AGM follows a basic set of rules resigned to
help the meeting flow in an effective manner. The formality of the meeting
may be more or less than in your particular local church setting. Think like a
four year old with a computer—just venture into it and don’t have any
thoughts that you can “break” things. The whole goal is an involved group
of delegates discerning for the future of the ECCC.

Ministry Priorities - The ECCC has four ministry priorities. These are:
Make & Deepen Disciples
Start Churches & Strengthen Churches
Develop Leaders
Compassion, Mercy, and Justice (includes global initiatives)

Global Initiatives - The ECCC has four global initiatives. The Leadership
Board of the ECCC has identified working with under resourced people as
it’s main goal in these initiatives. Congo, Ecuador, Haiti, and Israel/Palestine
are the areas in which the ECCC engages globally.


