
    

 CAMPING MINISTRY – 8 of our 21 camps report a combined total of:  
 8,365 youth attending 
 660 youth making commitments to Christ 
 713 indicating the prompting of God to pursue becoming a pastor, youth 

pastor, or missionary 
 Many commitments to spending regular time in prayer, reading the Bible, and    

acts of service 
 

As retreat season now begins, check covenantcamps.org for the schedule of a 
camp near you! Of particular interest may be the Silent Retreat at Covenant Point 
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, September 18-20.  Director, Erik Strom, shares, 
“Our first retreat last year was a wonderful success, and we enjoyed the presence 
of several NPTS-affiliated students as part of the small, diverse group that 
gathered.” Go to cpbc.com/silent-retreat for more info. 
 

 EARLY ADULT MINISTRY – 8 Covenant Schools of Discipleship are welcoming 
students now! Please join in prayer for them as they begin to cultivate a supportive, 
accountable, Christian learning community! Acts29 Sweden "Northen Lights" 2016 
is open for admission. Send your application or questions to your national youth 
leader or to carl-johan.savinger@equmenia.se. 

 
 EVANGELISM – Evangelism doesn’t need to be scripted, but without intention, it’s      

less likely to just happen. That’s what the Evangelizing Churches Cohort, our newest 
initiative, is about—intentionality, accountability, resources, leadership and a plan 
around evangelism. The cohort will share ideas, problem solve, and pray together in 
order to help increase the senior pastor’s personal witness and raise the evangelism 
temperature of our churches. Pilot launches in Farmington Hills, MI this month with      
20 senior pastors from the Great Lakes Conference. To find out more about bringing       
a cohort to your conference, write beth.severson@covchurch.org. 

MDD SENIOR PASTOR SURVEY – MDD has enlisted LifeWay Research to conduct an 
important survey for senior pastors, focused on making disciples and the role of 
evangelism in congregational life. Results will be incorporated into a larger study 
involving thousands of churches across multiple denominations conducted by the        
Billy Graham Center for Evangelism and LifeWay. Participation is essential to gaining      
an accurate picture, so please urge churches to take a few moments to complete 
the survey.   

 
 WOMEN MINISTRIES – A PACE (Prayer and Cultural Exchange) trip to Oaxaca and  

Mexico City is scheduled for November 9-16. See the attached flyer for full details. 
For more info, write to meagan.gillan@covchurch.org. 

 
 HISPANIC MINISTRIES – Del Pacto Covenant in San Diego hosted a successful Family 

Retreat with Wilson Herrera (August 21-23) where families worshiped and played 
together. Del Pacto has a sense of unity and camaraderie that serves as a magnet to 
other families in the community. One participant said, "The message challenged me 
to continue serving our Lord, to have an impact on our children and families in 
order that they will not turn away from the Road." Encourage your Hispanic 
churches to invite Wilson to preach and teach so they too can make and deepen 
disciples. Email wilson.herrera@covchurch.org. 
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MAKE & DEEPEN DISCIPLES 
 
 

O F  T H E  E V A N G E L I C A L  C O V E N A N T  C H U R C H  
 

Make and Deepen Disciples exists to partner with conferences in resourcing local 
churches to provide intentional pathways for persons of all ages to follow Jesus, 

grow toward Christ-likeness, and join in God’s mission.  
 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

8 of our 21 Covenant camps reported a 
combined total of 660 youth making 
commitments to Christ this summer. 

Families from Del Pacto Covenant in San 
Diego enjoyed worship and play together at 

their August Family Retreat. 

Acts29 Sweden "Northen Lights" 2016 is now 
open for admission. Like Acts 29 on Facebook 

to stay current with exciting updates. 

Consider one of the many fall retreats offered 
for men, women, and students at Covenant 
camps – check camp web sites for details. 

http://covenantcamps.org/
http://www.cpbc.com/silent-retreat
mailto:carl-johan.savinger@equmenia.se
mailto:beth.severson@covchurch.org
mailto:meagan.gillan@covchurch.org
mailto:wilson.herrera@covchurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

STORY MATTERS: A YEAR OF MAKE AND DEEPEN DISCIPLES EMPHASIS 

June 2015 through June 2016 is the dedicated emphasis year for the Make and Deepen Disciples mission priority. 
We have been collecting (and continue) to collect stories of lives that have been touched by God’s transforming 
work. We are calling our project “Story Matters” and will be highlighting stories throughout this year via the web, 
the Covenant Companion, and this update. We hope to not only encourage and inspire, but to remind each of us 
about God’s call on all of our lives to make and deepen disciples.  

Have a story to share? Write to heidi.morrow@covchurch.org. 

 

HIGHLIGHTED RESOURCES 

 
 INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY PLANNING GUIDE  

 This guide offers practical suggestions for a 

comprehensive approach to intergenerational 

discipleship that complements peer-based ministry 

and focuses on practical elements and practices 

that enable persons to follow the heart of God into 

the world. Download at CovChurch.org/children/ 

intergenerational-ministry. 

 

 KIDS HELPING KIDS: CLEAN WATER PROJECT   

 A child dies every twenty seconds due to lack of 

access to clean water and sanitation. It’s a 

worldwide problem, and because the need is so 

great it can seem overwhelming. But children can 

make a significant difference. Encourage churches 

to engage in this annual global service project. 

CovChurch.org/resources/childrens-service-

projects. 

 

 

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
AVA (Advocacy for Victims of Abuse) is calling every Covenant 
congregation to host an awareness Sunday in October. Go to 
CovChurch.org/abuse for a variety of excellent resources including 
links to appropriate scripture texts, sermon helps, music, prayers, 
drama, literature, videos, and much more. Encourage churches to 
start planning now! 

 
Join the conversation: 

Facebook.com/covenanttriennial 
 

July 28-31, 2016 / Kansas City, MO 

REGISTRATION OPENS OCTOBER 15! 
CovChurch.org/triennial 

Our story this month comes from Erika Clauson, 
Covenant missionary in Mexico, who shared the 
following story about God’s transformative work  
in the lives of a community of women who have 
recently completed Mending the Soul training: 

“God is bringing healing and transformation to a 
group of 20 women from Covenant and other 
denomination churches through our bi-weekly 
gatherings – where we open God’s word together 
around issues of our value as daughters of God, 
God’s healing, forgiveness and reconciliation in our 
past relationships and redemption for our current 
and future relationships. We’ve experienced a loving 
community where we can be open and honest...and 
find encouragement and hope in His word...as we 
went through the Mending the Soul material 
together.  

 Many of the women have expressed that this group 
has been their first time experiencing God in a loving 
and relevant way in their lives and a community of 
love and acceptance. We’ve heard many 
disturbingly sad stories of all types of abuse, and of 
being abandoned emotionally and physically by 
family.  At the same time, we have heard over and 
over again, “I am so thankful to God for this group, 
where I am experiencing true love, acceptance and 
family”, and some have added “for the first time.” 

 The Holy Spirit has placed in each woman in this 
group His desire and longing for God, for God’s love 
and abundant life in a real and transforming 
way.  Even as we walk with them in their pain from 
past or present broken relationships, we experience 
the joy and privilege of being an ambassador for 
Christ and a friend of God!” 

 You can learn more about this story at 
blogs.covchurch.org/clauson. 

A diverse group of 32 Christian leaders, women and men, young and old, from 
Covenant churches, other denominations and non-profits in Oaxaca, celebrated    

the completion of the 8 week Mending the Soul (MTS) course this summer. 



 

 

Women’s Ministry of the Mexico Covenant Church    
is doing some incredible things, among them, great 
initiatives with Mending the Soul and AVA, as well as 
Fuentes Libres, a very effective economic 
empowerment/savings group initiative begun by the 
women of the Covenant in Mexico.  
 
This trip provides opportunity for us to connect in a 
meaningful, cross-cultural environment, as well as 
time to pray with and for our sisters in Christ and the  
missionaries they work alongside. We’ll also have time 
for sight-seeing, shopping and fellowship. The goal is 
to learn from one another how we can best serve 
God’s purposes for women in many ministry settings, 
including AVA/MTS.  
 
The trip is open to all; AVA/MTS advocates, and 
facilitators are especially encouraged to participate. 
An updated passport is required;   there are no 
required immunizations, just recommended ones.  

 

interested?  
email wmc@covchurch.org 

questions?  
email meagan.gillan@covchurch.org 

 
 

 

travel opportunity! 

pace (prayer and cultural exchange) trip  

Oaxaca and Mexico City, Mexico  

Monday, November 9 – Monday, November 16, 2015  

(maximum # of participants 6 ) 

Cost = $785 plus international airfare includes:  

 Housing—hotel, double occupancy, and 
homestay with Mexican sisters  

 Transportation in both cities via van 

 All meals 

 Entry into sight-seeing venues    

 In-country airfare 

Participants will purchase own round-trip 
airfare to Mexico City.  

 
Participants must be in good health, able to 
cheerfully withstand the rigors of travel, and 
communal travel situations. All that translates 
to a lot of fun and a wonderful opportunity to 
take your discipleship deeper! 

Join us on this amazing journey! 

mailto:wmc@covchurch.org

